
Type Classification 



To Classify Type 
Look at These 5 Things  

•  Serif or no serif 
•  Axis of stress 
•  Transition of thick and 

thin on round shapes 
•  Brackets 
•  X-height 





SERIF (ROMAN) 
Humanist (Venetian) - 15th Century 



SERIF (ROMAN) 
Old Style - Late 15th Century to Mid 18th Century 



SERIF (ROMAN) 
Transitional - 18th Century 



SERIF (ROMAN) 
Modern - Late 18th Century through 19th Century 





SANS SERIF 
Grotesque - 19th to 20th Century 



SANS SERIF 
Geometric  - 20th Century 

Kabel 



SANS SERIF 
Humanist  - 20th Century 





SLAB SERIF (EGYPTIAN) 
Also called Square Serif or Western - Early 18th Century 





ITALIC (OBLIQUE) 
15th Century to 20th Century 



ITALIC (OBLIQUE) 
15th Century to 20th Century 



TEXT (BLACK LETTER) 
Also known as Gothic or Old English - 

12th Century to 15th Century 



SCRIPTS AND BRUSH 
Also known as Hand Lettered - 20th Century 





DECORATIVE AND DISPLAY 
Also known as Novelty - 19th-20th Century 





CONDENSED (NARROW) 
Also known as Compressed 









OUTLINE 



SHADOW 






