ASSIGNMENT SHEET

DESN 250 — Portfolio Review

ASSIGNMENT - Research Paper

OBJECTIVE
Write a research paper to meet the Writing/Reading Intensive requirements for the DESN 250 course. THew research
paper will encourage research and critical thinking regarding a graphic design related topic.

REQUIREMENTS

Submit a research paper that is a minimum 2,000 and a maximum of 2,500 words in length with at least three
different reliable documented resources. The paper must be written in the MLA style and submitted as a Word
document.

There are choices for the subject of their paper, which include various issues and subjects related to the career of
graphic design, such as writing about a contemporary issues related to how graphic design related to our modern
society, or may be concerned about a historical design movement or graphic designer. Read through trade publications
and online blogs for suggestions of possible topics. Be specific and do not allow the topic to become to broad.

TOPICS

Must be related to:

*  Graphic Design Styles / Graphic Designers — Historical or Contemporary
*  Typography / Typographers

e [llustration / Illustrators

* Advertising

*  Graphics Technology — Computers / Printing / Type

*  Graphic Design’s Relationship to Business or Society

DEADLINES

1. Theme must be determined and defined in a single paragraph. A bibliography of at least three credible
and unique sources must be included. The sources must include at least one source that is not online. This
information will be submitted to the instructor electronically for approval by no later than March 29 at
4:00 PM.

2. Outline of paper structure will be submitted to the instructor electronically by no later than April 12 at 4:00
PM. This outline will include the major topics, and the order of these topics, in an outline form.

3. Final paper will be will be submitted to the instructor electronically by no later than April 26 at 4:00 PM.

GRADING
See the attached grading rubric.



Vincennes University Writing Assessment

Qualities of Excellent Advanced Developing Inadequate Unacceptable
Effective Writing 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Points 0 Points
Context, Purpose, The writing The writing The writing The writing The writing

and Focus

30%

demonstrates a mature
awareness of context,
audience, and purpose
and is well focused on
the task with a definite
thesis that is developed
consistently and
thoroughly.

demonstrates a strong
awareness of context,
audience, and purpose
and is focused on the
task with a definite
thesis that is
developed.

demonstrates an
adequate awareness of
context, audience, and
purpose. Writing might
lack focus in some
areas but has a clear
thesis.

demonstrates an
emerging awareness of
context, audience, and
purpose but struggles to
consistently focus on
the task. Writing
attempts to present a
thesis but it lacks clarity
and is not developed in
the writing.

demonstrates minimal
attention to context,
audience, and purpose.
Writing lacks a thesis or
itis unclearly stated.
Writing does not focus
on the task.

Content/Quality
of Analytical
Thought

30%

The content of the
writing is well reasoned
and reflects the highest
standards of analysis
expected in the
discipline. The writing
recognizes and
admirably addresses
other points of view.
Independent thinking is
evident.

The content reflects a
consistent, thoughtful
analysis of the subject
to satisfactorily meet
the standards of the
discipline. Independent
thinking is present but
reflects limited breadth
and clarity. Other
points of view are
appropriately
recognized and
addressed.

The content shows a
lack of thoughtful
analysis and a reliance
on generalizations and
clichés. Independent
thinking is present, but
lacks breadth and
clarity. Other points of
view need to be
developed.

The content is
inconsistent; analysis
fails to fully satisfy the
standards of the
profession. Little
evidence of
independent thinking
exists; analysis is often
cliché and stereotypic.
Little effort is made to
recognize or adequately
address other points of
view.

The content is
inadequate, and the
subject is poorly or
illogically reasoned. No
evidence of
independent thinking
exists; analysis is cliché
and stereotypic.

Organization

10%

The writing includes a
fully developed,
interesting intro, a
strong conclusion, and
body paragraphs that
develop the main idea
with coherence and
effective detail. Good
transitions are used to
move the reader
smoothly from one idea
to the next.

The writing includes
both a satisfactory intro
and conclusion; the
body paragraphs
develop the thesis in a
mostly coherent
fashion. Transitions are
evident, but the flow of
one idea to the next
could be smoother.

Writing contains a basic
organization, but the
thesis, intro, and/or
conclusion needs to be
developed.

The intro and
conclusion are poorly
developed. The body
attempts to develop
the thesis but
occasionally wanders
from the subject; the
writing lacks
coherence.

The writing has either
poorly developed or no
intro and conclusion,
and the body lacks
focus and clear
purpose.

Sources
and
Evidence

20%

If sources are required,
the source material
proved excellent,
appropriate support for
the thesis, and the
sources are accurately
represented. Sources
are consistently
documented both in the
textandin a
bibliographic page.

If sources are required,
an acceptable number
of sources are present,
and most are solid
academic sources.
Generally the author’s
point of view is
accurately portrayed,
and sources effectively
support the thesis.
Most sources are
documented
consistently both in the
textandina
bibliographic page.

If sources are required,
only a limited number
are present; some may
be either irrelevant or
of poor quality. An
author’s point of view
may not be accurately
represented; some
sources may not
support the thesis of
the student writing.
Sources are
documented both in the
textandina
bibliographic page with
some inconsistency.

If sources are required,
they are poorly used
and/or have
questionable academic
merit. Authors are
sometimes
misrepresented.
Sources lack consistent
documentation within
the text and/orin a
bibliographic page.

If sources are required,
sources are either not
used or inappropriately
used. Sources are not
documented either
within the text orin a
bibliographic page.

Grammar and
Mechanics

10%

The writing reflects the
standards of written
English and displays
almost no errors in
grammar, spelling,
punctuation, or
mechanics.

The writing reflects the
standards of written
English but displays a
few errors in grammar,
spelling, punctuation,
and/or mechanics.

The writing reflects
awareness of the
standards of written
English but displays
multiple errors in
grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and/or
mechanics.

The writing mostly
reflects the standards
of written English but
has a distracting
number of errors in
grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and
mechanics.

The writing consistently
fails to meet the
standards of written
English and has
numerous errors in
grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and
mechanics.
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